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Gary D. Wright lived in Galesburg, IL until the 4 " grade, and then moved to Lisle, IL until he

graduated high school.




Gary D. Wright was born on July 28 " 1946 in the
small town of Galesburg, lllinois. Galesburg is located
just east of Peoria, lllinois. Mr. Wright is the oldest of SiX
children in his family. He lived in Galesburg until he was
in the fourth grade. Then he moved to Lisle, lllinois,
where he stayed until he graduated from high school.
Lisle is located near the town of Naperville, lllinois.
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Gary Wright at 11 years old in 6 " grade




Gary D. Wright went to a small high school with only
about 400 students in all. At Lisle Community High
School, he was active in sports. He played football for 2
years, track for 4 years, and
basketball for 4 years.
Playing sports helped him
develop sel f-confidence.

Mr .  Wrsinmth and
Mr. Wright attended Lisle Community . h
High School science teacher, Mr.

Goodspeed, was the teacher
sponsor of student council and a mentor. A mentor is a

wise and trusted counselor or teacher . Mr. Wright
participated in student council all four years of high
school. Mr. Goodspeed encouraged Mr. Wright to take a
more active role in student council and showed him that
he had leadership  qualities. These qualities are
Important when you are a principal, which Mr. Wright

became later in life. Mr. Wright graduated high school in
1964.




After high school, Gary D. Wright went to college at
Eastern lllinois University in Charleston, lllinois. At first
he studied social studies to be a high school social
studies teac her. However, as a sophomore, he took a
psychology course that changed his direction. His
psychology professor, Dr. Mourice, told Mr. Wright stories
about helping childr en. These stories convinced Mr.
Wright to change his major to psychology. Mr. Wright
graduated college in 1968.

Booth Library at Eastern lllinois University in Charleston, lllinois
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Map of lllinois State University in Normal, lllinois
where Mr. Wright went to graduate school.




After college, Gary D. Wright went to graduate school
at lllinois State University. lllinois State is in Normal,
lllinois. He attended graduate school for 1 %2 years and
then had an internship at Leyden Area Special Education.
An internship is when  a student or a recent graduate has
supervised job training. After the internship, they hired
him.

Leyden Area Special Education provides psychology
servi ces to many different schools. Looking to stay at
just one school, he found a psychologist positio n for
School District 300, the same district where he later
became principal. He was a school psychologist for 9
years before he decided to become a principal.




Northern University in DeKalb, Illinois

As a school psychologist, Gary D. Wright enjoyed the
interaction with children and their parents, but he was
with a child for only a short time. He wanted to be more
involved with children from the beginning to the end of
their learning process. While tr aveling to many different
schools for his job, he began to think about the things he
saw principals doing. He thought, if he was in their
position, he might do things another way.

So, he went back to school again. His 2 “"masterds
degree was in Edu cation Administration at Northern
University in  DeKalb, Illinois . Just as he graduated in
1988, an opening for a principal position became
available at Hampshire Elementary School.




Principal Wright and Hampshire Elementary School




