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Summer Reading Suggestions for Incoming 9th Grade Students 
 
Sleeping Freshman Never Lie by David Lubar 
Scott Hudson begins his freshman year of high school as a source of income to Wesley, the school 
shakedown artist. The girl he's known since kindergarten has blossomed into a goddess, but doesn't 
seem to know he's alive. He gets roped into writing the sports column for the school newspaper, even 
though he's not an athlete. On top of everything else, his mom is pregnant. As Scott maneuvers 
through a number of serious situations—bullying, a suicidal classmate, school dances—he still 
manages to be upbeat and true to himself. Overloaded with extracurricular activities and honors 
homework, he begins a journal filled with lists and tips for his expected sibling on how to survive 
freshman year. As the school year and his mom's pregnancy progress, Scott begins to find his niche at 
school in David Lubar's laugh-out-loud novel. 
 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Since the beginning of the school year, high school freshman Melinda has found that it's been getting 
harder and harder for her to speak out loud: "My throat is always sore, my lips raw.... Every time I try 
to talk to my parents or a teacher, I sputter or freeze.... It's like I have some kind of spastic laryngitis." 
What could have caused Melinda to suddenly fall mute? Could it be due to the fact that no one at 
school is speaking to her because she called the cops and got everyone busted at the seniors' big end-
of-summer party? Or maybe it's because her parents' only form of communication is Post-It notes 
written on their way out the door to their nine-to-whenever jobs. While Melinda is bothered by these 
things, deep down she knows the real reason why she's been struck mute... 
 
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
 “She was homeschooling gone amok." "She was an alien." "Her parents were circus acrobats." These 
are only a few of the theories concocted to explain Stargirl Caraway, a new 10th grader at Arizona's 
Mica Area High School who wears pioneer dresses and kimonos to school, strums a ukulele in the 
cafeteria, laughs when there are no jokes, and dances when there is no music. In time, incredulity 
gives way to out-and-out adoration as the student body finds itself helpless to resist Stargirl's wide-
eyed charm, pure-spirited friendliness, and penchant for celebrating the achievements of others. In the 
ultimate high school symbol of acceptance, she is even recruited as a cheerleader. Popularity, of 
course, is a fragile and fleeting state, and bit by bit, Mica sours on their new idol.  
 
Hoops by Walter Dean Myers 
All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson while he practices with his team for a city-wide 
basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie has what it takes to be a pro-
basketball player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, too, once had 
the chance--but sold out.  As the Tournament nears, Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors want Cal 
to keep him on the bench so that the team will lose the championship. As the last seconds of the game 
tick away Lonnie and Cal must make a decision. Are they willing to blow the chance of a lifetime? 


